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(8) the TRIPS Agreement recognizes the importance of promoting effec-
tive and adequate protection of intellectual property rights and the right of
countries to adopt measures necessary to protect public health;

(9) individual countries should have the ability to take measures to ad-
dress the HIV/AIDS epidemic, provided that such measures are consistent
with their international obligations; and

(10) successful initiatives will require effective partnerships and coopera-
tion among governments, international organizations, nongovernmental or-
ganizations, and the private sector, and greater consideration should be
given to financial, legal, and other incentives that will promote improved
prevention and treatment actions.
Sec. 3. Scope. (a) This order prohibits the United States Government from
taking action pursuant to section 301(b) of the Trade Act of 1974 with re-
spect to any law or policy in beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries that
promotes access to HIV/AIDS pharmaceuticals or medical technologies and
that provides adequate and effective intellectual property protection con-
sistent with the TRIPS Agreement. However, this order does not prohibit
United States Government officials from evaluating, determining, or ex-
pressing concern about whether such a law or policy promotes access to
HIV/AIDS pharmaceuticals or medical technologies or provides adequate
and effective intellectual property protection consistent with the TRIPS
Agreement. In addition, this order does not prohibit United States Govern-
ment officials from consulting with or otherwise discussing with sub-Saha-
ran African governments whether such law or policy meets the conditions
set forth in section 1(a) of this order. Moreover, this order does not prohibit
the United States Government from invoking the dispute settlement proce-
dures of the World Trade Organization to examine whether any such law
or policy is consistent with the Uruguay Round Agreements, referred to in
section 101(d) of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act.

(b) This order is intended only to improve the internal management of
the executive branch and is not intended to, and does not create, any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by a
party against the United States, its agencies or instrumentalities, its officers
or employees, or any other person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
May 10, 2000

Executive Order 13156 of May 17, 2000

Amendment to Executive Order 12871 Regarding the
National Partnership Council

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, and in order to provide for a uniform pol-
icy for the Federal Government relating to labor-management partnerships,
it is hereby ordered that Executive Order 12871, as amended by Executive
Order 12983, is further amended as follows:
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Section 1. Section 1(a)(10) of the order is amended by striking ‘‘two’’ and
inserting ‘‘three.’’

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

THE WHITE HOUSE,

May 17, 2000.

Executive Order 13157 of May 23, 2000

Increasing Opportunities for Women-Owned Small
Businesses

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, including the Small Business Act, 15
U.S.C. 631, et seq., section 7106 of the Federal Acquisition Streamlining
Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–355), and the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy, 41 U.S.C. 403, et seq., and in order to strengthen the executive
branch’s commitment to increased opportunities for women-owned small
businesses, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Executive Branch Policy. In order to reaffirm and strengthen the
statutory policy contained in the Small Business Act, 15 U.S.C. 644(g)(1),
it shall be the policy of the executive branch to take the steps necessary
to meet or exceed the 5 percent Government-wide goal for participation in
procurement by women-owned small businesses (WOSBs). Further, the ex-
ecutive branch shall implement this policy by establishing a participation
goal for WOSBs of not less than 5 percent of the total value of all prime
contract awards for each fiscal year and of not less than 5 percent of the
total value of all subcontract awards for each fiscal year.

Sec. 2. Responsibilities of Federal Departments and Agencies. Each depart-
ment and agency (hereafter referred to collectively as ‘‘agency’’) that has
procurement authority shall develop a long-term comprehensive strategy to
expand opportunities for WOSBs. Where feasible and consistent with the
effective and efficient performance of its mission, each agency shall estab-
lish a goal of achieving a participation rate for WOSBs of not less than 5
percent of the total value of all prime contract awards for each fiscal year
and of not less than 5 percent of the total value of all subcontract awards
for each fiscal year. The agency’s plans shall include, where appropriate,
methods and programs as set forth in section 4 of this order.

Sec. 3. Responsibilities of the Small Business Administration. The Small
Business Administration (SBA) shall establish an Assistant Administrator
for Women’s Procurement within the SBA’s Office of Government Con-
tracting. This officer shall be responsible for:

(a) working with each agency to develop and implement policies to
achieve the participation goals for WOSBs for the executive branch
and individual agencies;

(b) advising agencies on how to implement strategies that will increase
the participation of WOSBs in Federal procurement;
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